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Rotary Club of Bradley-Bourbonnais —  JANUARY 14, 2026 

President– Jay Smith      Secretary: Steve Liehr Treasurer: Lori Gadbois Past President: Julia Mullikin    President Elect—Your Name Here! 

Thank you to our Year-long  
Sponsors for 2024/2025 

 

                 

 

 

 

J A N U A R Y 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 

10-B 

Jim Paul 
 

17-B 

Brittany Beck 

 

25-B 

Harlow 
Hopkins 

BBRotary meets 
at 12 noon on the 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
Wednesday of 
each month at 

Beef O'Brady's. 
547 Main St, NW 
Bourbonnais, IL 

 

Come Join Us 

   Mortagne au Perche, France Our Sister Clubs    Los Mochis, Mexico 

 

CALENDER 

 

 

 

Wednesday,1/14 

ROTARY 

Beef O’Brady’s 

 

Wednesday, 1/21 

ROTARY 

Beef  O’Brady’s 

 

Wednesday, 1/28 

ROTARY 

Beef O’Brady’s 

 

Monday, 2/2 

FUNDRAISER 

Culvers 

 

Wednesday, 2/11 

ROTARY 

Beef O’Brady’s 

 

Wednesday, 2/18 

ROTARY 

Beef O’Brady’s 

 
 

For Winter Fun, check out the websites  
of our member’s organizations 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

 

Saturday, April 
18th, 10 AM—Noon 

Turk Furniture 
Parking Lot 

Route 50 

 

 

 

 

 

          

The Rink at the Grove 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Skate and Rental Hours: 
Daily Open Skate 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. - Outside skates 

welcome! 
Every Saturday $5 Skate Rental 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

               TODAY’S PROGRAM 

Our speaker today is our very own Dr. Jim 
Paul who will continue with the history of 

Bourbonnais. 



 

 

            For sure, we are in challenging times with international conflicts,    

            bombings, and other atrocities on a daily basis. Domestically, we are  
            seeing turmoil in our major cities along with political divides regionally  
            and nationally. 

            Perhaps Rotary can help to reduce the tension, respond to people in  
            need, and help to provide for delivery of basic human needs. And   

            maybe, we can also help to bring peace and understanding in our   

            shared world. 
 

There are more than 1.4 million Rotarians in 35,000 clubs located in more than 220 countries and 
geographical areas. As Rotarians, we are all united in one common goal the eradication of polio. As 
said, “we are ..this close” to wiping out polio. Every year, through our funding partnership with the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, Rotary commits $150 million to the global effort to eradicate polio. 
 

GLOBAL GRANTS 

 

Rotary facilitates investment in clean water, sanitation, libraries, schools, medical clinics and other 
causes through the promotion of global grants.  BBRotary alone has been involved in the construction of 
libraries and schools, housing, clean water and sanitation endeavors thorough the world, This year 
alone we have partnered to provide bathroom facilities in Mexico, and the purchase of a back hoe to 
allow for training of workers in Lima, Peru. 
 

SHELTER BOX 

 

Rotary is active on an international basis through its partnership with Shelter Box. 
 

                  Shelter Box is an international disaster response   

                  agency that provides shelter, essential items and   

                  technical assistance to help some of the world’s most  
                  vulnerable people recover and rebuild their homes   
                  after disaster. Since its founding in 2000, more than 3  
                  million people have been helped. In 2024 alone, over  
                  270,000 people in 17 countries received emergency  
                  shelter and other essential aid. 
 

                  ShelterBox began in 2000 as a Rotary Club’s     

                  millennium project in Cornwall, UK. With the support of 
                  Rotary members and clubs around the world,     

                  ShelterBox grew to become an internationally    

                  recognized, independent disaster relief organization.  
                  Rotarians and Rotary groups across the world support 
                  Sheter Box in a variety of ways, from raising funds and 
                  awareness to providing support on the ground during  
                  our response to a disaster.  
 

PEACE CENTERS 

 

Rotary International is involved in peace initiatives by creating environments of peace. 
 

As a humanitarian organization, peace is a cornerstone of our mission. We believe when people work to 
create peace in their communities, that change can have a global effect. By carrying out service projects 
and supporting peace fellowships and scholarships, our members take action to address the underlying 
causes of conflict, including poverty, discrimination, ethnic tension, lack of access to education, and 
unequal distribution of resources. 

 



 

 

Rotary’s Four Roles in Promoting Peace  

 

Rotary and its members are: 
 

• Practitioners: Our work fighting disease, providing clean water and sanitation, improving the health of 
mothers and children, supporting education, and growing local economies directly builds the optimal 
conditions for peaceful societies. 

 

• Educators: Our Rotary Peace Centers have trained more than 1,800 peace fellows to become 
effective catalysts for peace through careers in government, education, and international 
organizations.  

 

• Mediators: Our members have negotiated humanitarian ceasefires in areas of conflict to allow polio 
vaccinators to reach children who are at risk.  

 

• Advocates: Our members have an integral role as respected, impartial participants during peace 
processes and in post-conflict reconstruction. We focus on creating communities and convening groups 
that are connected, inclusive, and resilient. 

  
Each year, Rotary awards up to 130 fully funded Peace Fellowships for dedicated leaders from around 
the world to study at one of our peace centers. 
  

Through academic training, practice, and global networking opportunities, the Rotary Peace Centers 
program develops the capacity of peace and development professionals to become effective catalysts for 
peace. The fellowships cover tuition and fees, room and board, round-trip transportation, and internship 
and field-study expenses. 
 

Since the program began in 2002, the Rotary Peace Centers have trained more than 1,800 fellows who 
now work in over 140 countries. Many serve as leaders in governments; NGOs; education and research 
institutions; peacekeeping and law enforcement agencies; and international organizations like the United 
Nations and the World Bank. 
 

As individual Rotarians, we have a unique opportunity to become more involved. Stay active in your club. 
Get to know members in other clubs and interact with them. Start up or join Rotary Fellowships, which ar 
groups of Rotarians who share a common passion. This could include Photography, Golf, Gardening, and 
the like. Rotary Action Groups are independent entities affiliated with Rotary that has a specific 
humanitarian focus, such as economic development, addiction prevention, or environmental sustainability 

 

As for Rotary Clubs, look to creating a relationship with other clubs in your region, state, country or in 
other countries. Look to build on those items with which you have areas of common interests. Perhaps you 
have share interest in waterfront attractions, natural parks and recreation areas; perhaps you share cultural 
interests or are connected through a shared heritage; perhaps you have family and friends who are 
Rotarians in other countries.   
 

For BBRotary, we have two Sister Club relationships: Los Mochis, Mexico, and Mortagne au Perche, 
Normandy, France. The arrangement with Los Mochis grew out of a connection with BBRotarian Julia 
Mullikin while the arrangement with Mortagne au Perche grew out of an effort with the Village of 
Bourbonnais to develop a Sister City relationship. Each of these relationships has involved Global Grants. 
There are other global grants over the years which have involved BBRotary in Africa, South America and 
elsewhere. BBRotarians have also traveled to locations to assist in the building efforts. A further benefit of 
having established sister club relationships, under the workings of Rotary's Global Grants, Clubs in the 
United States can partner with their international club partners for projects in the United States. 
 

For Clubs that do not have A Sister Club arrangement, or for clubs that do but want to enhance the 
connection, look for form an outreach committee in your club, identify potential other clubs for which 
creating a relationship may be possible, and reach out to those clubs. Keep that relationship alive with 
frequent contacts, on-going communications, and where feasible, visits to the other clubs. 
 

Rotary International, Rotary Clubs and individual Rotarians can all be essential 
elements in furthering peace and  understanding throughout the world. 

 



 

        

 

LOOK FOR US IN THIS YEAR’S ROSE BOWL 
PARADE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        THIS DAY IN HISTORY 

 

       January 14, 1968 

  

           Super Bowl II 

          Miami Orange Bowl   
           Green Bay Packers beat  
         Oakland Raiders, 33-14; 
          MVP: Bart Starr 

            Green Bay, QB 

 
 

 

 
 

Homewood Rotary Celebrates 90 
Years of Impact in the South Suburbs 
in 2026! Save the date of Friday, March 13, 

2026 at the Wind Creek Casino in 
Homewood, IL. It's a fabulous 

establishment! More information to come 
and an Ad book will be available. 

 
Mary Dankowski Governor 

Installation 
6-26-26 

Friday, June 26, 2026 

Idlewild Country Club, Flossmoor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 7th, 4:30 PM 

Strickler Planetarium 

Olivet Nazarene University 

ROTARY AROUND THE WORLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philippines: An auto repair program that trains 
electric vehicle technicians at a Philippine university is 
getting a boost from the Rotary Club of Iloilo. With the 
support of a $32,000 Rotary Foundation global 
grant, the club provided equipment that is benefiting 
more than 300 students and faculty members, says 
Herman Lagon, a club member and college 
spokesperson. The university also plans to offer 
community-based training for youths and adults, with 
a goal of reaching 120 trainees annually through 2028, 
he says. The club partnered with the Rotary Club of 
Namweon Central in Korea. “The grant is of great help 
for the studies of the poor but deserving students, as 
well as a genuine service to the community. 

https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation


 

    

   Rotary Club Mortagne et le Perche 

             District 1640 

        We had the honor of hosting  
        Governor Philippe Grigy of  
        Rotary District 1640     

        Normandy in the Rotary Club 
       of Mortagne-au-Perche, on the  
        occasion of a landmark    

        meeting for our Interact du  
        Perche, which celebrates its  
        10th anniversary of     

        engagement this year  

Since its establishment in March 2015, the Interact 
du Perche has gathered deeply invested young 
people, driven by the same desire: to serve and act 
concrete, here and elsewhere. 
 

Over the years, many acts of solidarity have emerged: 
• support for autistic children and people who are 

hard of hearing or vision 

• supporting women with breast cancer 

• improvement of the reception of hospitalized 
children in the Orne 

 

Today, Interact continues its commitment with an 
ambitious audiovisual project that values our 
territory and other solidarity actions to come. 
 

A huge thank you to the executives, Rotary members 
and especially the Interact youth whose energy and 
commitment make these projects all worthwhile. 
 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

   Club Rotario de Los Mochis 
District 4100 

Rotary District 4100 located in northwest Mexico 
is very active in raising awareness of Rotary’s 
End Polio Now (EPN)program and has 
developed many partnerships with organizations 
to expand participation in EPN. This past 
weekend I was able to see the Rotarians and 
Rotoractors in action in Tijuana as they hosted or 
prepared for EPN events, including 

—200 plus Women and community EPN 
 fundraiser on Saturday 

– Partnered with the Lions Club on an EPN Run 

– Host a soccer tournament under Rotary and 
EPN 

-On October 25, 200 boats form many countries 
will fly the EPN Banner in the Bisbee’s Black and 
Blue Mariner race as they take off from Los 
Cabos. 
 

The Rotary members in Districts 4100 are 
amazing in their passion and commitment to 
EPN! Congratulations to District 4100 Governor 
Rafael de La Rosa and Lorena; Sofia Sotomayor, 
EPN Leader, and her sister and daughters; 
Regional EPN Sergio Romera; PDG and Polio 
Lead Jorge Avaos; PDG Luisin; and many, many 
Rotarians and Rotaractors 



 

ROTARY CLUB OF BRADLEY-BOURBONNAIS  
 

 M E M B E R S H I P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

MEMBERS 

 

Barrie, Ryan (C) 
790-7564 

Beck, Brittney (C) 
933-1741 

Crawford, Dennis (C) 
929.5100 

Curry, Barbara 

815.922.6671 

* Czerwionka, Marcia (Jim) 
H.939.1999 M.953.1751 

* Czerwonka, Jim (Marcia) 
H.939.1999     M.351.1999 

DeBoer, Wayne (C) 
W 928.5683 

* DeZwaan, Jim (Connie) 
H.939.7458 M.592.6097 

Ehrman, Adam (C) 
929.5100 

Fightmaster, Tony (C) 
W 505.0684 

Gadbois, Lori (Brandon) 
  M.530.8228   W.937.2983 

*Gerts, Ron 

M. 922.6187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gonzalez-Villagomez, Katia  (C) 
933.7883 

Hill. Laquilla  (C) 
933.7883 

* Hill, Stephen (Lilly) 
H.937.5017   M.954.5017 

Jamieson, Sara 

401.5527 

* Koehler, Frank  (Jean) 
H 936.0902 M 592.5979 

 * Koehler, Jean  (Frank) 
H 936.0902  M 708.337.2368 

* Kurien, Abe 

M. 953.3398 

 *LaPlante, Beth (Greg) 
H.929.0219 M.474.7646 

* Liehr, Stephen (Ellen) 
H.933.3554   M.954.3781 

* Marr, David (Christine) 
H.939.3386 M.933.1117 

Madelynn “Mandy” Minton (C) 
933-1741 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mullikin, Julia 

M.258-5297 

Mullikin, Marjorie 

 

Michael O’Shea 

933-9905 

*Olszewski, Toby 

H.932.9682 M.592.3454 

Paul, James Dr. 
953-9202 

Parker, Dave (C) 
933-1741 

 Smith, Jay 

M.618.806.3372 

Sweeny, Darby (C) 
 

Swilley, Shannon Dr. 
929.5100 

Vega, Anibal (C) 
263.3796 

Webb, Woody (C) 
W 939.5228 

Wedig, Steve 

932-7000 

Zarate, Anna (C) 
779-236-9055 

 

 

 

 

 

Like and follow us on 
Facebook 

 

@BBRotary.org 

*Past President 
(C) Corporate Member 

  

all numbers 815 area code unless 
otherwise indicated) 

OFFICERS 

  

President — Jay Smith 

Treasurer—Lori Gadbois 

Secretary—Steve Liehr 

Past President—Julia Mullikin 

 

Honoring  
Dr. Harlow Hopkins 

           

           THIS DAY IN HISTORY—JANUARY 14 
 
 
          1784 US Congress of the Confederation ratifies 

           the Treaty of Paris, signed September 3, 1783,  
          ending the Revolutionary War, and forwards it to 

          Great Britain 

https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1784

